n the American metal scene
of the early eighties, the
name Wayne Charvel will be
familiar to you. Along with one
lime partner Grover Jackson —
yes, that Jackson - he bullt
guitars which helped shape the
music of the time. Although
almost every metal band of that

IF YOU HAVE ANY INTEREST

Charvel or Jackson axe, it was
Edward Van Halen and Randy
Rhoads - both dyed-in-the-
masters of the electric
guitar - who made the
fledgling company into a
hausehokdl name, paving the
way for the aforementioned
ather, lesser, players

From humble beginnings in
Asuza California, the man has
lved, breathed and built electric
guitars, Wayne Guitars is the
latest in an illustrious ~ if not
ahways entirely successful -
series of ventures, following
in the fret-steps of W
Charvel Guitars, WC Guitars
and Ritz guitars. The somewhat

mmurky history of the
degenerating relationship
betwean Charvel and Grover
Jackson is widely available
across the Internet

This Rack Legend is one of
four basic models to

which prospective players can
add embellishments. The
simplest Wayne guitar is the
single humbucking Legend, an
instrument that goes for
£1,399, but as with most small
production electrics these days,
virtually anything goes —
pickup configuration, bridge
type, ditferent tonewoods and
50 on - and Wayne will quote
prices accordingly.

This version is loaded with a
pair of Seymour Duncan
pickups - a JB
Zebra at the
bridge and the
slightly subtler
Alnico Il in the
neck. In fact
flicking
through the
list of options
available
makes you
believe you're
back in 1981. Floyd
Rese, Michael Charvel and top

graphics man Jim ©'Connor are

all on board, and custom
quitars include replicas of the
Van Halen 'yellow stripy’
(famous from the band's
tour on the back of their

t4 551 The legendary luthier Wayne Charvel is back with a new range
of quality electric guitars, designed to please every rocker...

*Peavey Wollgang  £1,399

* Carvin DC:
« Eirnie Ball Axis

£1,399

second platter), Steve Vai's pre-
Ibanez Green Meanie and the
quite preposterous Hydra

Charvel was always most
famous for what became
commonly known as the
‘Super-Strat’. It was

Jackson who was
more prepared to
o reverse
headstock,

Flying V crazy

and the

Legend is

indeed
modelled an

the double-
cutaway favoured
by EVH, Gary Mocre
and Alex Lifeson among many
others of that time.

Although it may resemble a
Fender from afar, cnce you
have it in your hands
you realise

Wayne Guitars Rock Legend m

WAYNE ROCK
PRICE: 51,499 (with hard case)
ORIGIN: UISA TYPE: Offset
double-cutaway boli-on clectric
BODY: Premium alder NECK:
Birdseye maple bolt-on SCALE
LENGTH: 618mim (25.5-inch)
NUTAWIDTH: |ocking 1
44mm FAINGERBOARD:
FRETS: 22 lumbo
HARDWARE: [loyd Rose
Original double-locking trem,
Gotoh machines STRING
BRIDGE: 55mm
ELECTRICS: Scymour Durican
IB at bridge and Alnico 11 singl
cail at neck, volume, three-way
up selector switch
PTIONS: Fixed B
stsfs, hisfh, or single

ony

configurations, tone control,
custom graphics, rosewoo
fingerboard etc. POA, Prices start
at £1,399 LEFT-HANDERS: Not
at present. FINISHES: Hock
white (as reviewed), candy red,
blue, black. sunburst

‘Wayne Guitars (UK) 0151 646
9265 WEB: www.wayne
guitars.couk |

that it’s a quitar designed its
own right. The shaping and
shallow contours are miles
away from those of Leo’s finest
invention

and the fact that the jack
socket is on the lower edge
rather than the body’s top
makes for a more

streamlined look.

"We don't have a lot of
dealers,” explains Wayne
Charvel. “We just go through a
select few shops that we know
are really good, but we're
always back-ordered and 11's a
challenge to keep on top of
orders at this point, which is
kind of goeod.”

It would seem that he is keen
to keep things small at this time
and, even though orders can
and are accepted from the UK
as well as the US, don’t expect
a finished article to appear on
the doorstep after only 3
few days

“We don't have any partners
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VERDICT
WE LIKED
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